‘e 
: 


Node hatetataitcate rated er ater eat. | 
Aina RA iat Atal Rat eA rikat ie Dae 
xfs - 

zi" 


strate 
wget! 


THE ; 
GUARDIAN,’ 3 
aos ape 9. Gis 

; OR =< 


2 
i 


YOUTH’S RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


— 


~~» es = = @& & Oe * &22 2 @ 2 2h 2 | & 2 OB tt OO O24 4824S 


espe 













No. 4. APRIL, 1821. Vol. IIL. : . 
ae 
rife 
CONTENTS. a5 
3 > ai ie 
PAGE. ¢ PAGE. a 
A true picture 109 4 Letter to an infant cousin 132 == 
> Obituary of Miss Susan B. 4 The fearful Negro 136 gi} 
Marble 111 ¢ eee 
The ent little Mary 115 RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Sadat Maria C. y 118 ; Sandwich Island mission 138 ; 
Letter from Gertrude tu E- , Palestine mission 140 
liza 121 ) New Zealand 14] 
Honesty is the best policy 123 ¢ anecdote 142 
‘My friends’management’ ¢ “ 
(concluded) 125 ¢ POETRY.« 
‘It will be done’ 127 ¢ Secret Sorrows 143 
. Missionary enterprise 131 ¢ 


NEW-HAVEN : 


PUBLISHED BY STEPHEN DODGE. 


ALKA IRM RAT eal 













path Aes throat Ysa Jt pats saad ee MU BE at ih 
“= a! - aes ~~ ae os ge 
(iv KAT ORAL RAT KAT Ka Kal KAT all Rae 


CONDITIONS OF THE GUARDIAN. 


~~ 


yes 
is 








eth I. The Guardian is printed in monthly num- He 
aie bers of 36 duodecimo pages each, on good paper, {2 
i= with a fair type, and stitched in printedcovers, . Zif 
SNE x 
ie II. Twelve numbers will forma volume, which 3 
E will be delivered to Subscribers at one dollartwen- & ye 
a ty-five cents a year payable on the delivery of the 2 E 


St eM fe 
SA Jess YUZBMt J! 
eon, 

ret! ‘ wt! 


sixth number. ‘ 


II[; ‘Those who pay in advance, or in sixty days 
from the commencement of the year, or from the 
time of subscribing, or those who purchase for char- 
itable distribution, will be entitled to the work for 
one dollar: but if delayed to the expiration of six 
months, the full price of $1,25cts will be expected. 


a) HR | 
oats 

aa 

RX 


~~) * 
(8) 





MY eM 





| 


¢ 
_ 


aT Y. 
== 


t 


IV. ‘Those who procure subscribers for six vol- 
umes, and become responsible for the same, will be. 


a 
- 


entitled to the seventh gratis. =< 
MX je 

VY. Nosubscription will bereceived for less than oe 
one year, and these who do not request their sub- 2/5 


scription to be discontinued before the close of the 


ts 
, 


7 « f 
i Nl lest 


} 
i 


x 


5?) tye 
sf rex 


ae onal 


TO PATRONS, AE 

iS 

ia 5 . > . , - . ’ e ft } a 
fhe publisher tenders his grateful acknowledgments to his = 
patrons,who have, by their activity, manifested a disposition ey ie 
to co Operate with him in circulating the Guardian among 5 
those for whose benefit it is especially designed, andaffee 4 V4 


tionately invites a continuance of their co-operation as in- 
dispensable to success in the undertaking. 

fi Those who have not paid their subscription, are par- 
ticularly requested to forward it as soon as possible. 


’ te 4% Mi Ny eszi 7 
stata © rat as a 


” 
— 


7 


« } x 
| i ; 










a 


SCN > Syd uation Se 
ee 


year, will be considered as continuing their subscrip- sdf 

ton. J a Vall 

7 S . A is 

VI. To subseribérs at e distance, the numbers 24¢ 

‘ ° . nhs 

will be forwarded by mail, or otherwise, as they 2% 
shall direet, at their expense and risk. qh 






























% 
y 


Se 


i$, 





# 
ae 
- 


iy 
af 








Le is 
Pout hear, 


ee. 
ae. 

t N. wv) ight ; 

is night, 

: tbe 

= He H. * 


F Distribution“ 
Seces by Varusy 
i Sister {0 4 


ir 


cn 


y ant of Maria 
id three Lettes 
sen receive’: 


Ft 












GUARDIAN. 


YOUTH’S RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


ee eon nena enn, 84 OA OOD OOO, OO Ot OO OOO OOOO 8 OS 


(‘REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH.” 





No 4 APRIL, 1521. Vou, UL. 


RRR ee he e888 REAR 
COMM'JNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


A TRUE PICTURE. 


Hear the just law—the judgment of the skies ! 

He that hates truth, shall be the dupe of lies ; 

And he that will be cheated to the last, 

Delusions strong as Heli shall bind him fast. 

I’m no preacher, let this hint suffice— 

Tke cross Once seen is death to ev'ry vice: 

Else he that hung there suffer’d all his pain, 

Bled, groan’d, agoniz’d, and died, in vain ——Cowrenr. 


In every period of the world, those who have declared 
honestly and plainly the word of God, have met with oppo- 
‘ilion from some quarter. And we need not be surprised, 
that this should be the case, for God expressly forbids what 
ten appears most desirable to men, and requires of them 
What they are often unwilling to grant. He forbids all sin, and 
iequires perfect obedience. When the proud man is told to 
be humble, he often despises the message, and him who de- 
‘lares it. THE vicious will not be reproved ‘for their vices ; 
‘id the man who ventures plainly to tell them their duty is 
ilmost sure of their dislike. | : 

We have a true picture in the conduct of Ahab, the king 
Israel. He hated the Prophet who deelared'to hii the 
word of the Lord. And why ? Simply because he told him 
that God disapproved of his wicked conduct, and command- 
‘dhim to livé virtuously. He imdeed kept his four hundxed 
Mophets, and they were ever ready to anticipate his wishes, 
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and to encourage him in all his wicked purposes. They 
would flatter—they would prophecy smooth things. Oh, 
shameful hypocrites! On a certain occasion, when Ahab 
wished to make an unjust assault on Ramath-Gilead, a city 
of Samaria, he invited Jehosaphat, the king of Judah, to go 
up and assist him. This king was a good man; and there. 
fere he wished to know the mind of the Lord. The four 
hundred prophets said go up and it shall surely be delivered 
into‘the hands of the king. But Jehosaphat said is there 
here no prophet of the Lord besides, that we may inquire of 
him? And Ahab said, there is yet one man, Michaiah, by 
whom we may inquire ofthe Lord, but I hate him, for he 
doth not prophecy geod concerning me, but evil. Inconsid- 
erate man! Why did he not wish to know the simple truth, 
rather than be flattered in pursuing his own evilinclinations ? 
Did he not know, that he could not fight against God, and 
prevail? Did he not consider, that God could blast all his 
designs in an instant? Why then did he reject his counsel, 
and trust to lying prophets? Answer another question. 
Why are so many at this day offended, when told in Christ’s 
own language, that unless they repent and trust in bim alone 
for salvation, they cannot escape everlasting distruction? Is 
it not in reality for the same reason, that Ahab hated Mich- 
aiah? Is not because they prefer their own way to that which 


God points out ? Unquestionably. 


It may be very useful to fix our thoughts on some striking 4 


example, and make it a glass, in which to see ourselves. 1 
doubt. not, there is many a man who would be among 
the first to condemn Ahab as foolish and mad, who is yet 
himself, in the view of heaven, of the same character.. How 
shall he be convinced of this? By honestly answering these 
plain questions. Is duty more pleasant to him than sin? 
Is he mere anxious to know what God will approve, than to 
quiet his conscience by something, which suits his own de- 
praved inclinations ? [s the plain, pointed truth of the gos- 
pel, which coudemns all sin, and shuts the gates of heaven 
against all, who do not:repent, what he wishes to hear most 
strongly.urged? Then he is not like Ahab: for he hated not 
only the truth, but him who declared it. Ahab must indeed 
have. his prophets—he must have some show of piety, or con- 
science, or perhaps public opiniog would beagainst him, But 
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the great Searcher of hearts looked through his hypocrisy, 
and so ordered events, that all the world at last saw, that he 
despised the messages of God and was intent upen his own 
wicked desigsn.. The day of judgment will reveal the secrets 
of allhearts, and whatever fair show men may now keep up, 
or however they may shun the truth, they will then see and 
feel the effects of their folly. “Let the example of Ahab speak 
loud in the ear of every man, woman, and child, who is dis- 


posed to despise, or even to neglect the word of the Lord. 
STENTOR. 


OBITUARY. 


From the Christian Spectator. 


Died—At New-Haven, Sabbath morning 4th Feb. Susan 
B. MARBLE, second daughter of Mr. Simeon Marble, in the 
14th year of her age. thay , ai 

She was naturally of an amiable disposition, agreeable in 
her person and manners, ardent in her feelings, very active 
in her-habits, with a countenance peculiarly interesting. She 
was of an inquisitive mind, and quick perception; and pos- 
sessing good advantages, profited by them beyond most of 
her age. She was early instructed by her parents in the doc- 
trines and duties of the christian religion, and dedicated to 
God in baptism. 

The revival of religion, which commenced in this place, 
early in July, 1820, did not particularly interest her feelings 
until the middle of the month following. She had always 
heard the preached werd with attention ; but about this time 
she was awakened to a sense of her sinfulness in the sight of 
God. She felt that she was. depraved, and although she had 
not to accuse herself of the commission of crime, or violation 
of the rules of morality in the view of men, she knew that her 
heart was opposed te God. It was peculiarly interesting to 
converse with her at this time. _ A person ignorant of the nat- 
ural character of man, as delineated in the scriptures, would 
think that one so young’ and amiable could need nothing news 
yet.according to the estimate of the Saviour of sinners, she 
still lacked one thing. This she feltand deplored. What chief- 
ly distressed her was the sinfulness and hardness of her hearty 
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and its opposition to God. Though subject to the restraints 
of areligious education, she acknowledged herself to be a 
great sinner, and that it would be just in God to punish her 
forever for what she haddone. A new heart she confessed to 
be necessary to the enjoyment of heaven, and that without it 
she must perish. Her troubled spirit, like the dove which 
fled from the ark, and wandered over a world of waters, found 
no rest until she was finally brought to submit herself as a lost 
sinner, unconditionally, to God In prostration of soul at 
the foot of the cross, she experienced peace, and hope, and 
Joy, agreeably to the invitation and promise of the Saviour,— 
“come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give yourest.” The day on which, as she supposed, she 
gave her heart to God, fifteen others indulged the hope of 
having been made the subjects of the same change; most of 
whom were her school mates. 

She now became more interesting than ever. Religion not 
only clothed her with additional ornament, but increased her 
natural agreeableness. ‘The sprightliness, and activity which 
before characterized her, received a new direction. Prompt 
yet humble, active yet unassuming, decided yet docile, the great 
ultimate end of all she said and did seemed to be the salva- 
tion of souls. the honour of Christ and glory ef Ged. In the 
pursuit of these, she exhibited a propriety of deportment, a 
strength of intellect, and a maturity of character rarely be- 
longing to a child of her age. From the commencement to 
the close of her short, but luminous career, she continued in 
the exhibition of the christian character, to give satisfactory | 
and increasing evidence of areal change of heart. Early in 
December she was propounded for admission into the Church. 
She was to have been received into the Church on the first 
Sabbath in January, and had evidently set her heart very 
much upon it, as a most solemn and affecting season ; but on 
account of the severity of the weather, on that day, it was 
judged best to defer the expected exercises. ‘he admission 
of members and the administration of the Lord’s Supper, were 
postponed, the next Sabbath for the same reason, ‘The first 
Sabbath of February was now fixed on, as the day for the 
performance of the service which she anticipated with so 
much interest. Monday evening the week preceding, she 
attended a prayer meeting, and returned home very much an- 
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imated. After this, she appeared indisposed ; still, as late 
as Thursday or Friday, thought she should be able to attend 
public worship on the Sabbath. The next day she said 
nothing on the subject; and at 6 o’clock on Sabbath morning 
expired, not being supposed dangerously il], more than ten 
minutes before her departure. “ Papa, I can’t see, I feel 
strangely,” was all she said, and fell asleep. The day in 
reference to which, she had made many prayers and been 
twice disappointed, at length came—a day long to be remem- 
bered by her friends and the people of God. It came not, 
however, to witness her admission into the Church on earth, 
but to translate her immortal spirit from its tenement of clay 
into the kingdom of the redeemed in glory. On that day, 
one hundred, principally young persons, were admitted into 
the Church. But one dear Jamb of the flock was absent. 
Was she disappointed ? Glorious disappointment! inestima- 
ble gain thus to exchange communion with christians here 
below, for the society of saints and angels above. 

The tidings of her death, excited unusual sympathy. An 
unprecedented number of the young especially, assembled te 
pay their last tribute of respect to her remains, and having 
followed as mourners in the funeral procession, amid a pro- 
fusion of tears committed their departed friend to the grave ; 
while a select company sung. 


‘¢ Unveil thy bosom faithful tomb, 

Take this new treasure to thy trust, 

And give these sacred relics room 

To seek a slumber in the dust. 

So Jesus slept; God’s dying son, 

Pass’d thro’ the grave and blest the bed ; 
Rest here blest saint, till from his throne 
The morning break and pierce the shade. 
Break from his throne, illustrious morn, 
Attend Oearth! his sov’reign word, 
Restore thy trust, a glorious form ; 

She must ascend to meet her Lord.” 


" The journal which she kept during a few of the last 
months of her life, and which she never intended should be 
seen by any eye but her own, is the best exhibition that can 
be given of the state and exercises of her mind. 

The day on which she supposed. her heart was changed 
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(and the evidence of which every subsequent day increased ) 
she wrote the following, which begins her journal. 

_“ Having employed the first thirteen years of my life in 
sin, folly, and vanity, I hope the remainer will be devoted to 


the service of my Lord aad master. I once was ashamed of 
my Saviour. 


Asham’d of Jesus, that dear friend, 
On whom our hopes of heaven depend ? 
No! when we blush, be this our shame, 
That we no more revere his name. 


I now hope that I have been brought from nature’s dark- 
ness into marvellous light, at least I trust so; but yet I have 
my doubts and fears. Last week I thought my sins were so 
great that they could not be forgiven; but yet, the worst of 
sins can be pardoned through Jesus Christ’s blood alone. 
Now let me begin to consecrate my life to God. Itseemsas 
if could love every body, especially christians. { am al- 
most afraid that I am too happy.” : 

The next evening she records—“ My joy is-inexpressible ; 
never have I experienced so happy a day since my exist- 
ence.” . 

Her happy experience, like that of everv true christian, 
only made her more watchful over her own heart, mere solici- 
tous to ascertain the real state of her soul. After quoting the 


following lines in contemplation of the Sabbath, 


* There is a land of pleasure, : 
Where streams of joy forever roll; 

Tis there | have my treasure, 

And there I hope to rest my soul ” 


She subjoins—“ but should I be deceived! FI pray thee O 
Lord to search my heart; and if I am deceived, acquaint me 
with the worst of my situation! If f am one of thy true fol- 
lowers, thou knowest it.” And again, “ I can’t help having 
my doubts and fears. (But it is all for the best. )” 

She seemed, with a true christian spirit, to be afraid of be- 
ing lifted up, or of growing secure, in consequence of the en- 
joyment of the divine favour, and therefore prayed “ gracious 
God! wilt thou make me humble in spirit and holy in life, 
that I may be one of thy true followers.” In another in- 
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stance, having cited Luke 18, 13th she added, * O Lord my 
heavenly Father! I beseech thee that thou wilt make me more 
humble, and wilt thou make me feel that I am not worthy of 
a place at thy footstool. May I be asthe poor publican.” 

Under the date of January 7th, the first Sabbath on which 
she expected to have been admitted into the Church, she 
wrote, “it is so stormy that we are deprived of going to the 
house of public worship.—Though we are deprived of mak- 
ing a profession, and sitting at the table of Christ to com- 
memorate his death, may we, O our heavenly Father! be 
better prepared when we are called.” Being disappointed in 
the same manner the next Sabbath, she cheerfully submitted, 
and resolved thus to improve the dispensation“ As-we have 
been deprived two Sabbaths in succession of attending God’s 
sanctuary, it being very stormy and blustering; yet may-I - 
rejoice that I can praise God, and have sweet communion 
with him in my chamber when by mysell.” 

The return of the Lord’s.day used to dilate her heart with 
oy. 
NG Sabbath, Aug. 27th.—I can now say with Mr. Newtog 
and Mrs. Newell, 


*¢ Day of all the week the best, 
Emblem of eternal rest.” 


‘Sabbath, Sept. 10th.—I think I can say this 
that I feel a greater wish for the prosperity of Zion than evesrs, 
and 
May He, by whose kind care we meet, 
Send his good Spirit from above ; 
Make our communications sweet, 
And cause our hearts to burn with love.” 


( To be concluded. ) 
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THE PRUDENT LITTLE MARY. 


e . ) 
T am acquainted with alittle girl so remarkable for her pru- 
dence, that she is generally called The prudent little Mary. 














416 Lhe prudent little Mary. 


Her prudence appears especially in her conversation. When 
she visits a friend, or a neighbour, she is never heard relating 
the private concerns of her family ; and when’ she returns 
from such visits, she does not give a long and particular ac- 
count of all she has seen and heard. There are some peo- 
ple, whom the Apostle calls busy bodies in other men’s mat- 
ters, who are constantly endeavouring, by asking them ques- 
tious, to draw out of children, an account of all the domestic 
affairs of the family to which they belong. They wish to 
know on what the family breakfast, dine, and sup ; how each 
one is employed; when they retire to bed; the price of 
their clothing; who visits them; what they talked about ; 
and many other questions will be asked, reijating to such 
things as nobody has any business to know, except the fami- 
ly where they take place.—Such persons have often been 
surprised, and much disappointed, at hearing the answers 
‘which Mary would give to their questions. 

On one occasion Mary visited the family of Mrs. Minor. 
In the evening Mrs. Minor gave directions to have tea pre- 
pared for supper; and then made this remark to Mary—I 
suppose, Mary, at your house, you always have tea for sup- 
per, and coffee for breakfast. Mary replied—Mrs. Minor, 
which do you think best for children, milk, or tea and coffee ? 
Again, Mrs. Minor directed a piece of furniture.to be rub- 
bed, and then asked Mary—Does your mother have her fur- 
niture rubbed every day? ‘To which Mary answered—Moth- 
er’s furniture is generally clean. Mary answered in this man- 
ner, not because she supposed there was any thing wrong in 
telling what they had for supper and breakfast, or how often 
the furniture was rubbed ; but because she was afraid that 
other questions would be asked, to which it might be very 
improper to give a plain and directanswer. 

There are many children very different in this respect, 
from Mary. When they visit another family, without wait- 
ing to be asked, they will give a full account of ail that is 
passing at home's what every one is doing ; what their father 
and mother say of all their neighbours ; whom they like, and 
whom they dislike; what the company say who visit them ; 
and even sometimes whether their parents live agre@ably to- 
gether, or whether they use cross words, and give cold looks 
at each other. When those children return from visiting, 
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they scarcely wait to enter the house, till they begin, in a loud 
and boisterous manner, telling all they have seen and heard. 
Some parents think this very smart in their children, and 
therefore encourage them in it. Parents will sometimes relate 
things to others, for which they have no better authority than 
their children. Thus mischief, of the most deplorable na- 
ture, often follows ; the friendly intercourse between families 
is broken up; neighbours are involved in broils and quarrels ; 
all owing to this kind of idle babbling of children. 

Wheuever you find children appear to be uneasy till they 
have told you all the private concerns of their own families, 
and all they know of other families—be on your guard: say 
nothing in their hearing ; do nothing before them; let them 
see nething, which you do not wish to be blazed abroad. 
Such little newsmongers will be sure to tell all they have 
seen and heard to the next family they visit, and to their pa- 
rents, when they return home. 

The parents of such children are to be blamed for neglect-_ 
ing to train them up in the way in whichghey should go; and 
such children are to be pitied, who ws ae up in, such 
bad habits. They suppose that it will add something to 
their own importance, and render them more agreeable if 
they have a good deal of this sort of news to tell. But they 
are mistaken. Their imprudent tattle generally exposes their 
own childish vanity ; and.no person will be much pleased 
with their visits. 

Mary was trained up in a very different manner. She ney- 
er heard her parents talking, before company, of the faults 
and imperfections of others. If they knew any thing good 
of their neighbours, they would speak of this, with much 
pleasure. If they ever mentioned the errors, weaknesses or 
crimes of others to their children, it was always as a caution 
and warning to them; and never for the sake of any plea- 
sure they derived from it. They never encouraged this kind 
of pertness in their children. Mary would sometimes men- 
tion to them what she had seen and heard in other families. 
Then they would take pains to peint out to her what it was 
prudent, and what imprudent, for her to mention abroad. 
This, they would. say, you may tell any where; for it 
can do no harm, and is even commendable: but this you 
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must never mention; for it can do no good, and may lead to 
mischief. 

Under such training Mary is acquiring those habits of pru- 
dence which will not fail to distinguish her from many other 
children, and render her agresable to every person. She is 
welcome wherever she goes. No person feels unde any re- 
straint when she is present. She is no tale-bearer; ber tongue 
gives rise tono mischief. She is thus preparing to be a val- 
uable friend, a useful member of society, and we hope, through 
the grace of God, she will soon become an active member of 


the church of Christ. Y. F. 
— 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ACCOUNT OF MARIA C. 





Maria was born igthe town of , of respectable parents. 
She was an only ¢inld. Her parents were not wealthy, but 
obtained a handsome living by their own industry. Mrs. C. 
the mother of Maria, had rather a genteel education for one in 
her sphere of life, which was joined with good natural sense. 
She was kind and gentle in her manners, and possessed a 
most affectionate heart. She was:strictly moral in her de- 
portment. She delighted to do goed to all as she had oppor- 
tunity. But in the sphere of domestic life she shone with 
peculiar lustre. To render her husband happy was the first 
wish of her heart—it was her pride to be a good wife. 

Now I know it is the opinion of many that wheye a person 
possesses these qualities, no other is requisite, either to render 
them useful in this world, or happy in the next. But Mrs, 
C. found it otherwise. She had been several years married, 
and was the mother of a lovely daughter, the heroine of this 
tale, when she felt for the first time that she was a sinner. 
Awakened by the spirit of God to a view of her lost and un- 
done situation, she saw herself exposed to the wrath ofan an- 
gry God. Her beloved husband and idolized child, once the 
sources of all her bliss, could not now heal the wounds of her 
soul—she went mourning from day to day. In vain did her 
friends direct her attention to the morality and correctness of 
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her former life—in vain did they tell her that she had done 
much good and no harm, and that if she did not go to heaven, 
the Lord have mercy on thousands. All this afforded no con- 
solation to the distressed Mrs. C. Nor did she find any till it 
pleased the blessed Redeemer to lift upon her the light of his 
countenance and shew her'the joy of his salvation. Now she 
awoke to newness of life, resolving to give herself to the Lord, 
and live for him who-died for her. ‘To train up her child in 
the fear of God was one of the first wishes of her heart. She 
stored her mind with pious hymns and select passages from 
the sacred page. She taught her to bend her infant knees im 
prayer. By every gentle and persuasive motive she endeav- 
oured to inspire her tender heart with leve to her Maker and 
Redeemer. Maria was on the whole a very interesting child. 
She had just entered the 10th year of her age when she had the 
misfortune to lese her invaluable mother. Mrs. C. manifest- 
ed much of the spirit of pious. resignation. At first she was 
anxiously concerned for her child: for as Mr. C. still remained 
a man of the world, she knew she would not receive that reli- 
gious instruction which she deemed so important: but she was 
at length enabled to commit her to the mercy of that God whe 
has said, “I will be a God to thee and thy seed.” Maria 
wept much at the death of her mother, though she knew not 
the irrepiarable loss she had sustained. Hitherto her life had 
been happy. Every reasonable wish had been gratified. But 
the scene was now changed. ‘The fond maternal eye, which 
had watched with unceasing solicitade her days of childhood, 
was forever closed. ‘That hand, which had ever been ready 
to supply her wants, was. mouldering i in death. 
Mr. C. was soon matried again. Maria was pleased at 
the idea of having a new Mama. She had associated every 
thing that is delightful with that tender name. But the lady 
whom Mr. C. had selected was exactly the reverse of Ins 
former wife. She was violent in her temper, haugthy and 
overbearing ; and, to add to the unhappiness of the connection, 
she unfortunately had a. daughter of her own a few months 
younger than Maria, on whom she doted, and could never 
believe she had afault. Mrs..C , from the beginning, look- 
ed on Maria with an evil eye. Every thing she did was sure 
to be wrong. Her faulis were magnified, and every trifling 
error incident to childhood, magnified into a crime. The 
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most obvious distinction was made between Maria and her 
own. daughter. For along time Maria tried to please her 
new Mama, but finding all her efforts unavailing, she lost 
her patience, and would sometimes break out in unbecoming 
language to her. This was always related to her father with 
much exaggeration. Mr C. loved Maria, yet he dared not 
oppose his wife, and so for the sake of quiet seldom teok her 
part. ‘Phe friends of the family saw the unhappy state ‘Ma- 
ria was in, yet they could do no more than pity her, for Mrs. 
C. considered all who took her part enemies to herself, and 
every encomium she received as an affront. Poor Maria 
was obliged to bear her wrongs in silence, for she had none 
to whom she dared to complain. Semetimes she was driven 
almost to despair, and 1aurmured against the Lord. Weare 
all prone, when things go contrary to our wishes, to blame 
our kind and merciful Father, without considering that he af- 
flicts not the children of men willingly, but, as need be, for 
their good, and that the greatest troubles we can experience 
often prove the greatest blessings. So it was in the case I 
am describing. Poor Maria having no one to whom she 
could reveal her troubles was at length enabled to carry them 
to the Lord. Often when almost broken-hearted with the 
harsh treatment of her step-mother, she would call to mind 
that tender and beloved parent whose gentle voice soothed 
her little troubles, and fostered her childhood with unceasing 
care. She would think of what she told her about seeking 
God for her friend, and the Lord Jesus for her Saviour. She 
would call to mind her dying prayer—when with a voice 
faultering in death she commended her to her covenant God. 
With a bleeding heart, and many tears, Maria now flew to 
God for succour. She spread all her troubles before him 
who hears the young ravens when they cry. Her heart was 
at length effectually humbled. She felt the world had neth- 
ing for her, and she sought a better country. She felt that 
her sins were great, and meekly bowing under the rod, said, 
J will bear the indignation of the Lord.” The change 
which she experienced in her heart soon became obvious, but 
this did not sofien her mother. It only gave her a new sub- 
ject for ridicule and contempt, and hypocrite was added to 
the opprobrious epithets with which she had before been 
loaded. By becoming pious Maria did not become in- 
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scusible to harsh treatment. ~ The silent tear would often be- 
tray the anguish of her heart, but no improper word escaped 
from her lips. She had learnt of Him, who,“ when he was 
reviled, reviled not again ;” and notwithstanding all: her tri- 
als, she had a rich source of consolation,—she could pour 
out her sorrows to God, and could look forward with hope 
to that blessed country where her sainted mother had:gone, 
and where there shall be no more sorrow, but where all tears 
shall be wiped away- It pleased God, not long after this, to 
afflict Mrs. C. with sickness. Maria, forgetful of former in- 
juries, nursed her with the tenderest care. The heart of Mrs. 
©. was softened. She felt all the pangs of conscious guilt for 
her treatment of Maria. She begged her pardon, and’ she 
begged her prayers. She died with some marks of true pen- 
itence. A death-bed repentance is, however, always doubt- 
ful. <A life spent in the cause-of the Redeemer is the best 
evidence of a change of heart. Maria now sees good days 


according to the days of her afiliction. She is a pattern of 


piety, and beloved by all her acquaintance. 
VERONICA, 


— | 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
LETTER FROM GERTRUDE TO ELIZA. 


Dear Eviza, 

I have just returned from an evening’s ramble in the 
fields. ‘This ramble, though solitary, has been replete with 
enjoyment. When I set out tke glories of the setting sun 
were Still lingering in the western sky. As I proceeded, the 
evening came on calm and serene. Not a cloud was seen on 
the face of the heavens. ‘The atmosphere was charged with 
fragrance wafted from the wild flowers of a neighbourin 
wood, while the moonlight, sweetly sleeping on all the hills, 
shed a mild lustre over the scenery af nature. 

My thoughts, during this excursion, have been unusually 
pleasant to me; and may I not enjoy them agaia in commu- 
nicating them to you? 

Unconfined to any regular train of reflections, I yielded 
"myself up-to a sort of wild reverie, indulging thought the 
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pleasant liberty of a random excursion. My attention was 
first naturally directed to the works of this fair creation. As 
I gazed upon the firmament, and beheld its countless host si- 
lently moving through the heavens, I could not but exclaim, 
‘¢ The heavens do indeed declare thy glory, O God, and the 
firmament showeth forth thy handy work.”” When I turned 
to the earth and saw it yielding its treasures for the service of 
man and beast, the golden harvest gently waving in the even- 
ing’s breeze, arid the vallies standing thick with corn, my soul 
swelled with gratitude and breathed forth the prayer of the 
Psalmist, “ O that men would praise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men.” 

My thoughts were next engaged in contemplating the 
boundless mercy of God in man’s redemption—in dwelling 
on that infinite love that induced the Majesty on high to 
leave the heavens, and come down to this dreary wilderness, 
to save a rebel world from everlasting woe. O how much 
has the Saviour done to atone for our sins, thought I, as I re- 
turned. home. In his own blood (as we humbly trust) he has 
washed our polluted sotls, and has gone to prepare for us 
mansions in the realms of glory. Has he done all this for 
us, and shall we do nothing for him? Shall we remain inac- 
tive until we are called to sing his praises in the skies? O 
no; we will spend the days of our pilgrimage here in the 
cause of our Lord and Master. Weare indeed both young ; 
but much, yeu know, can be done in this wonder-working 
age by the weakest instruments. A single mite, cast by us 
into the treasury of the Lord, can now be conveyed with the 
greatest ease to the regions of India, or the distant Islands of 
the sea. With such a field of action before us, let us not 
slumber. Let us redeem half an hour, or an hour each day 
from our accustomed sleep, or our pursuits of pleasure for 
benevolent purposes. .This cannot impair our health, nor im- 
pede our progress in study. 

Much can be done too for the poor and destitute around 
us. Even in this Christian land we are surrounded with suf- 
fering humanity, You have heard me speak of my young 
friend MissM. A. She has been very active and useful the past 
year inanew way. After collecting together all the des- 
titute children in the place, and forming them into a school, 
she has devoted half a day in each week te their instruction. 
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She has taught them toread and spell and work. Under her 
inspection the avails of their labours have been sufficient to 
furnish each of them (20 in number) with books and a com- 
fortable suit of clothes. This is an example worthy of our 
imitation, 

If we look abroad into sosiety we shall discover that our 
sex are doing wonders for the cause of Christ. Once the chief 
excellency of a woman appeared in managing a family well—in 
watching over the sick bed and soothing the pangs of the dy- 
ing. But besides all this she is now summoned to another and a 
nobler duty. Without neglecting her former concerns she is 
now devising and executing plans for sending the glorious 
light ef the gospel to the benighted heathen. Besides regu- 
lating the affairs of the domestic circle, she is actively employ- 
ed in relieving the miseries of a “ world lying in wickedness.”’ 
And shall we act no part, Eliza, inthis grand drama? O yes, 
methinks | hear you answer, we will join in this blessed 
work, and labour faithfully until our days are numbered and 


finished. Let us then work while the day of life lasts and 


then when the night comes, we will go down to the grave 
with all the tranquility of the setting sun in. a bright sum- 


mer’s evening. 
Yours affectionately, GERTRUDE, 


HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY. 


Looking over some papers a few days ago, I met with two 
anecdotes which confirm the truth of the above motto. In 
the affairs of life we often meet with a kind of crooked 
short-sighted. poitcy, apparently calculated to promote the 
present pleasure or interest of the parties concerned, but 
which, in their results, mostly issue in the loss of reputation, 
property, and even life itself. The case of Achan, which is 
narrated by Joshua, (Chap. 10.) is a notable instance of this 
kind evhich is left on record as an awful warning to others, to 
beware of covetousness in all its forms and degrees. 

My present design,.however is to notice the praiseworthy 


" geonduct of two individuals in humble life, in both of whom 


we may discover motives and principles of a directly oppo- 
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site nature. The first account is taken from a respectable 
literary publication. 

«¢ Some time since a poor shoemaker found, in a street in 
Liverpool, a bill of exchange for £110. On being informed 
of its value, he, with an honest simplicity, had it cried through: 
the streets ‘by the bellman. Several applications were soon 
made to him for the bill, but from the evident eagerness cf the 
applicants, and the large sums offered to him as a reward, 
(from fifteen to twent y pounds, ) he suspected that the bill 
could not be theirs. He accordingly took it toa respectable 
banker (where it had been drawn) who presently discovered 
the right owner, and rewarded him with five guineas for his 
conduct. The poor man (whose prospects of worldly riches 
never extended so high) received it with becoming humility 
and gratitude, declaring that this sum would do him more 
good now he was assured the bill would go to the true owner, 
than if he had given it to others and received the larger sum 
which had been offered to-him.” 

The following Anecdote has, I believe, never been ramend 
ed :— 

“Some years since, Mr. M of § » an eminent 
contractor with government, lost his pocket book, in or near 
Smithfield, containing Bank notes to the amount of £20,000. 
The book was found by a poor man, and the name and ad- 
dress of the owner béing printed on the cover, he immediate- 
restored it; after ascertaing that this property was safe, and 
finding the poor man had a large family, Mr. M gene- 
rously offered a reward of £200. A curious scene now fol- 
lowed. ‘The poor honest man was quite overcome by the 
idea of his possessing so large a treasure, and he earnestly 
entreated his benefactor not to give hin so much, as he. was 
quite sure he should not know how to dispose of it. Mr. 
M remonstrated with him, and endeavoured to persuade 
him to place it in the Bank, but this idea was perfectly unin- 
telligible to the poor man. He could not understand how he 
might receive the interest of his money, but as for the prinei- 
pal, he really imagined that when once deposited, it was lost 
to him forever. ‘The explanations of Mr. M-—— were fruit- 
less, and at length he desired him to call again the next morn- 
ing, which he did. Mr. M-—— then told him that instead of 
the £200 he would -give him ten pounds every year for life,. 
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and a joint of meat on each Saturday. ‘The gratitude and 
the simplicity of the poor man were equally manifest in his 
reply—‘* Aye, aye, Master, God bless you, that will do, I 
can. pay my rent with that.’ Mr. M. died soon after this 
event, but not till he had actually secured, by a codicil to 
his will, the continuance of his above, mentioned boun- 
ty to the poor but honest man. ‘This account was given to 
me by one of the subscribing witnesses to the codicil itself, and 
whilst we admire the generosity of Mr. M , and smile at 
the simplicity of the poor man, the case affords an addi- 
tional proof that ‘ honesty is the best policy.’ ” 





«MY FRIENDS’ MANAGEMENT.” 
(Concluded from page 90 ) 


How many fail in not adapting their instructions to the 
capacities of children. No precept will have an influence 
overa Child, which he does not understand,and of which he does 
not see the reasonableness. I have a friend, whose practice 
on this point, I think, highly commendable. He unfolds to 
the minds of his children with all the tenderness, familiarity, 
and interest of a parent the commands of God, man’s obliga- 
tion to obey, the pleasures of a dutiful life, and the misery 
which always attends vice; and in a plain, simple manner, 
a manner which comes home to their bosoms and feelings, 
places before them the motives urged in the Bible, and makes 
gentle but direct appeals to their consciences. He directs 
their minds when young to notice the works of God, and to 
contemplate his goodness, wisdom, and power, as exhibited 
in these works. From God’s works and word, taken in 
connection, he places before them divine truth in a much 
more simple, interesting, and profitable manner, than he pos- 
sibly- could by giving general precepts. , 

_ Another thing I must here notice in commendation of 
this same friend’s management; and I do it the more willing- 
ly because it is a point upon which so many essentially err. 

‘  Itis often asked, and it is a question not easily answered, 
how far a parent ought to indulge a child in vain amusements, 
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and how far to proceed in restraining him? {It is an impor- 
tant question, and many pious parents have felt exceedingly 
tried on this pomt. The children are set upon attending 
balls and parties of pleasure, and will not be satisfied by an 
occasional attendance, but must share in every such assem- 
bly ; the parent knows it is the high-road to dissipation, and to 
those habits which disqualify for usefulness. He therefore 
opposes their wishes—their minds are soured against him— 
he absolutely forbids—they take decided ground, and, unless 
kept by bolts and bars, steal away, and with a desire and de- 
termination, strengthened by opposition, they are prepared 
to throw off all restraint, and yo to any excess in vice. Many 
a promising youth has been thus sunk in the depths of pov- 
erty and disgrace; and many a tender parent’s heart has bled 
for such undutiful and obstinate sons. 

Now, my friend, of whom I speak, manages in this man- 
ner. In the first place it shguld be observed, his general 
treatment of his children is such as to gain their entire confi- 
dence in his declarations. When he gives serious advice, 
and states his reasons, (as he always does) they attend—they 
do not doubt but he knows best—they choose to follow his 
guidance, rather than their own fickle imaginations. They 
have this confidence in him in every other respeet, and of 
course his family, under his discreet and judicious manage- 
ment, is one where peace, pleasure, industry, economy, intel- 
ligence, social feeling, virtue, and religion are happily blend- 
ed, and successfully cultivated. 

But his children are not indifferent to amusements, nor 
does he wholly restrain them from engaging inthem. He 
indulges them so much as to prevent their uneasiuess, and 
when he thinks them in danger of excess, he states fully and 
frankly his mind, and apparently leaves the decision of the 
point wholly with themselves; but he dees this in such a 
way as to be almost certain, that they will coincide with his 
wishes and with perfect cheerfulness. By referring the 
question to them, after saying what he thinks proper, whe- 
ther to go or stay, he takes advantage of an important prin- 
ciple of our nature. If men can act as they shall choose for 
themselves, they will always be pleased, and the grand secret 
of parental government is to exert an influence over a child, 
as faras possible, in such a manner as effectually to secure 





« Tt will be done.” 127 


his Obedience, and still leave him to act from his own choice. 
If a parent has this power over a child, he can do as he 
ases with him in regard to amusements ; without it he can 
do little or nothing. Ihave only to sayin regard to amuse- 
ments, and other common concerns of life, that if a parent so 
manages with his children, that they shall be disobedient, 
and regardless of his advice and admonitions, the religious 
instruction he may attempt to give them, will probably only 
excite their hostility to the truth. A. 7. 


a 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


“IT WILL BE DONE.” 


« A thousand arguments swarm round my pen 
From heaven, and earth, and man. Indulge afew,” 


It would be an abuse of reason, to attempt to prove that 
the kingdom of Christ will extend its peaceful and blessed 
dominion over the worlds; or that her stakes are to be 
strengthened and her cords lengthened by the agency of hu- 
man means. In the firm belief of these traths, the aged far- 
mer at this * seed-time”’ of the year will consecrate his Mis- 
sionary field, and will water it with tears, wishing to leave 
to the world a memorial of his benevolence, and anxious to 
provide an antidote to an accusing conscience in the hour of 
death. He also will give to his children a small spot to be 
cultivated for the heathen, in order to teach their voung 
minds the blessedness of doing good, and the happiness of 
sympathizing with the miserable. Believing that men and 
not angels, that means and not miacles are destined in the 
divine mind to renovate the world, many females have tested 
the strength of their love, and the tenderness of their natural 
feelings, by employing their own hands to clothe the naked, 
and send the bread of life to the starving myriads of the hu- 
mar family. 

_ One part of our community, and that the pride of the na- 
“tion, cannot be noticed without censure. They appear to ee 
hesitating between duty and expediency, between the truth 
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and time for the accomplishment of the promises. They 
have folded their arms as neutrals in this warfare, and have 
ignobly excused themselves from a participation in its hard- 
ships. J mean our young men. ‘They possess the common 
feelings of our nature, weep at scenes of distress, but appear 
to be deficient in the characteristics of an enterprising spirit. 
Their property is at the disposal of their fathers ; they must 
beg before they have it in their power to give. “To beg 
they areashamed.” And no concentrated efforts have they 
made to raise themselves, in this respect, to independence, 
and to answer the just expectation of the benevolent public. 

Allow me, therefore, to propose a plan, which, without 
diminishing an iota from their estates, or a particle from their 
income, will enable ten young men from each parish in the 
Union to effect more than is done at present by the combined 
charities of all ages of both sexes. 

In every considerable village of New England, it is pre- 
sumed, an association of five young men may be formed, who 
would cheerfully devote a portion of their leisure to the cul- 
tivation of a Missionary Field, comprising an acre of ground, 
——and in each parish two such associations might be constitu- 
ied. ‘The presumption is still stronger, that two such pieces of 
land would be most promptly furnished by some two benevolent 
farmers. Other individuals would supply the establishment 
with teams and implements of husbandry,and also provide such 
seed as might be most easily cultivated, and to the greatest 
profit. ‘The oversight of the field may be entrusted to an ex- 
perienced person, who shall be invested with power to call 
upon his associates for the necessary labour; obtain the 
utensils ; and, in the Autumn, make disbursement to the ed- 
ucation Society, or Board for Foreign Missions, as may have 
been agreed; and make report of the proceedings of the As- 
sociation. 

Permit me to anticipate the report. ‘ The field, he will be 
happy to state, has yielded 30 bushels of corn, which was 
sold for 50 cents per bushel, and the amount ($15) has been 
tragsmitted to the ‘Treasury of the Lord. Or, the product 
of the field was 150 bushels of potatoes, which at 20 cents 
per bushel, has enabled us to forward $30. “United we are 
strong, individually weak.” ’ ‘The acre will ordinarily yield 
more than is here supposed. On an average calculation, 
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then, we might allow $25 to the field, or $50 to the two 
fields; but, to avoid the charge of exaggeration, let us say 
$30 for the two fields in each parish. 

At this moderate estimate, the 225 parishes of Connecticut 
may raise annually $6750. The New-[ngland states, upon 
the same simple plan, may bring a yearly revenue to the Lord 
$40,500; a sum greater than the annual receipts of the A- 
merican Board for Foreign Missions. 

If, throughout the-United States, 10 young men out of ev- 
ery 1000 inhabitants will consent to adopt this plan, it is all 
we ask—our old men will * kiss their hand” and celebrate a 
Jubilee unto the Lord. Allowing the population to be 
9,000,000, and 1,000 to a parish or congregation, we have 
an annuity of $270, 000; an amount greater than has been 
received by A. B. C. F. M. in the 10 years of its operation; 
considerably exceeding the annual income of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. If one acre only is cultivated to ev- 
ery 1,000 inhabitants, a sum is insured each year greater by 
one third than has been received in 4 years from 200 auxil- 
iaries, by the American Bible Society. All this may be ac- 
complished without the loss of more than one week in @ year 
to any person ! 

Conviction of guilt flashes upon my own mind. My cheeks 
crimson for my country. England maintains a vast navy, 
supporting protracted and expensive wars, groaning under 
the weight of an immense national debt, yet surpasses us in 
every scheme of expansive benevolence. It can scarcely be 
questioned, that we are able to do more than England. Be 
it to our shame, as it is to our national sin, that we are so slow 
in this glorious career. I call upon every young man-who 
loves his country or his God, not to pass this subject by with- 
out a candid consideration, and witnout a solemn inquiry in- 
to his own duty. Money is no less the “ nerve” of mission- 
1y enterprise, than of “ war.”” ‘The heathen will not be given 
to Christ without money. And let not unbelief, in thiese 
hard iimes, inquire, ‘ can it be raised ? Can 30,000 mission- 
aries be supported?’ They can. “ The silver and the gold 
are mine,” saith the Lord. Nav, “ If the Lord would make 
avindows in heaven, might this thing be ?” “ Be it so, gentle- 
‘men. We dismiss you from the service, until you have ac- 
quired more ingenuous minds. Whatever sins you may 
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stand accountable for in the day of Christ, I think you wiil 
hardly be criminated under that statute of his kingdom, “ Go 
preach my gospel to every creature.” 


«¢ All may do, what has by man been done.” 


Many fields are already devoted to this object. Several 
young men of Yale College have solicited a spot of ground to 
be tilled with their own hands for the furtherance of.missienu- 
ary purposes. The citizens of New-Haven will doubtless 
gratify their desire. A spacious and elegant garden is cullti- 
vated by the students of one of our Theological Seminaries. 
And I am persuaded that the members of Academies and 
Colleges would find this a very pleasant and healthful exer} 
cise, as well as attended with a thousand interesting associa- 
tions. , 

The happy experiment made at Northampton silences every 
Objection. The result of it was $100, the receipt of which is 
acknowledged by the Board for Foreign Missions. 

if such immense effects, as has been estimated, may result 
from causes and self-denial so trifling, it should seem that no 
one ean deny himself the satisfaction. Let some enterpris- 
ing individual in each village obtain the ground, and then 
draw up a paper, perhaps, like the following, and present it 
to his companions, and the most sanguine expectations will 
more than be realized. 


Subscription. 


Anxious to testify our gratitude for the biessings of the 
Christian religion, and our regard for the welfare of our fel- 
bow men, and also in obedience to the dying injunction of the 
Saviour, the undersigned engage, jointly, to cultivate, as a 
Missionary Field, the land generously afforded by ———— for 
this worthy object. E. S. 


it is to be ‘hoped that the friends to the missionary cause will, 
not confine their operations to the narrow limits laid down in the fore- 
going plan. Therecan be no good reason assigned, why, instead of 
one or two, there should not be a Central, East, West, North, and South 
Assocution in each town, affording opportunity to the wealthy land- 
holder, and all young men to censecrate their service to the 
Kori.” All this may be effected without diminishing the wealth of @ 
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society in the least. On the contrary, it would be happily calculated 
to promote industry, discountenance vice, and inspire devotion Who 
that has thue consecrated his service, would fold his armsin sloth, and 
cee the Garden of God lying waste ? Who so vicious as not to be 
constrained to revere so noble and benevolent a design? Who 
ihat bas a spark of holy zeal, would not feel that spark enkindle to a 
flame, whenever an eye ora thought should be turned toward the 
devoted spot ? Who then is willing to consecrate, this day, his servi- 
ces unto the Lord ? 


MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE.—Ne. II. 


-* Go, youth, and wait the prophet’s flight, 
Watch if his mantle chance ‘o light, 
And seize it for thy own ” 


You have seen how yast is the work to which God calls 
you. Hecommits to you, my young friends, the maintain- 
ance of his own glory; the performance of that object, for 
which,Jesus lived and died, for which the apostles and mar- 
tyrs laboured and bled, for which God has made a revelation 
of his own will, and for which he has preserved his church 
amidst persecution as a spark of fire in the ocean. You are 
feeble and inadequate to the high charge, but he is mighty. 
He effects his greatest purposes by the feeblest means. Qual- 
ify yourselves with literature, with science, with dignified and 
manly accomplishments; but far more abundantly fervent 
piety, with independence of mind, with enlarged benevelence, 
and with a thorough knowledge of the wants of your fellow- 
men. Imbibe the feelings of Brainard and Martyn by reading 
their Memoirs. Drink deep into the spirit of the apostles, who 
suffered all things “‘that they might save some ;” ~ possess 
yourselves with the love of Christ, and, like him, be early 
“doing good.” Cultivate habits of piety, as the best pre- 
servative from youthful follies and enervating pleasures, 
which not only ruin the soul, but destroy present happiness 
and disable one for active usefulness. Without piety we ex- 
pect nothing from you. You may acquire riches, “ that glit- 
tering bubble ; or honour, that “ puff of air ;” but you will 


do little for God and the heathen. With weak faith, and 
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small attainments in piety, you may do something ; but will 
never “ hope great things, nor attempt great things.” You 
will be willing to fail in a good undertaking, and you will 
fail. Press the Bible, therefore, to your bosoms, and let its 
truths elevate your pious feelings. Fecel.as did Paul, “I am 
willing not only to suffer bonds, but to die for the sake of my 
Lord Jesus Christ.” “1 can do all things, through 
Christ strengthening me.” Such faith will confound all op- 
position—will endue you with divine efficiency, without 
which the utmost efforts are unsuccessful. Archimides beast- 
ed that he could move the earth from its foundation, if he had 
a place to stand upon. — But the poor philosopher could find 
no such place. Without piety and strong faith, you are just 
in his condition, You have a mighty werk to perform, but 
no means for its accomplishment. 

The basis of an independent mind is piety. While it lies 
in perfect submission to God, it fears not the power of man. 
“¢ I will discharge my duty, let come what may,” is the lan- 
guage of a decisive and truly independent man. He regards 
not the caprices of men, or peculiarity of circumstances, if 
the thus saith the Lord can be ascertained. Is he threatened 
with death for his zeal, he boldly replies with Fidius, “ Did 
} ever tell you [ was immortal? do what you will, I will do 
what I ought.””_ The want of this independence, t this decis- 


‘ion of character, has spoiled many good resolutions—resolu- 


tions conceived with ardor and commenced with promptitude. 
The sneer of ungodly men, the chilling indifference of the 
moralist—the haughty contempt of honourable men—the 
stigma of enthusiast, are too much for “ flesh and blood” to 
bear. Without irony, they are so, if the Spirit of the Lord 
does not animate. Ill success, and the failure of wise plans 
may try your firmness. But fear not. Persuade yourselves 
that the cause of God will go on. Jesus shall have “ the 
heathen for his inheritance.”” The Lord of hosts hath pro- 
mised; he hath * stretched forth his hand and who shall 
turn it back.” Behold what his arm hath wrought in Ota- 
heite. For twenty years the heathen raged there like a flood 
—persecuted and plundered and drove off the missionaries. 
Now nine Islands acknewledge the living God and worship 
the Saviour. Though you fail once and again, and a third 
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time, be not:discouraged—be strong. “I the Lord am with 
ou.” 7 ' 
; Some of you, my dear youth, must stand as leaders. No 
army ever flourished without a commanding head—no school, 
without an instructor—no kingdom, without a sceptred ruler. 
In this greater Kingdom, a few, under God, must take the 
lead. Their qualifications and their labour, and also their 
honour with men, must necessarily be gieater. They must 
plan wisely, and others must support their projects faithfully. 

Of those who have stamped a character upon the present 
aye, the greater part have finished their course and have re- 
ceived the crown Of the faithful. The letters of Horne—the 
researches of Buchanan—the splendid plans of Mills—the 
Memoirs of Martyn and Mrs. Newell are rich legacies to the 
Church. These persons, a few years ago, were young and 
without influence, like yourselves. Now the blessings of 
thousands are heaped upon their names; they will be held 
in grateful and everlasting remembrance. Will no one fol- 
low their luminous track P The mantle of Mills is, even now 
descending, as a sheet of fire through air ; into its heavenly 
texture the Holy Ghost hath wrought the Spirit of Christ, the 
illimitable benevolence of his Gospel. Who is the youth, 
where is the youth to step forward and seize it for his own? 
The plans which he projected must take effect, others must 
be formed. : 

Farther, to render the plans which your piety may suggest 
and your decision carry into operation, subservient to the 
cause Of missions, you must» possess enlarged benevolence. 
Your benevolence must be commensurate with the family of 
man. There is a passion dignified with the name of benevo- 
lence, which is nearly allied to self love. This passion 
sympathizes with a friend or neighbour in distress—prays 
earnestly for the prosperity of that part of Zion which em- 
braces all who are dear to our natural feelings; but with the 
utmost unconcern, contemplates myriads ef men more mise- 
rable and equally precious, and equally redeemed by the blood 
of Christ. God has endeared friends to our hearts to excite 
us to peculiar prayer and peculiar labour for them, yet uot 
to limit our exertions. . And he has so ordered, in the pro- 
vision of his grace, that the heart which feels most tenderly 
for the heathen, shall fee] most correctly and the most strong- 
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ly for friends and-our own community. Let your coinpus- 
sion extend as far as human misery is found ;. let your be- 
nign influence be felt, like that of the sun, in all the earth. 
If you stop short of this, you show yourselves unworthy of 
your fathers—unworthy of your Saviour, who loved this dis- 
tant world even in rebellion. Such Jove only will support 
you in hardships, contempt, peril, persecution and death, 
which you may be called to encounter, in effecting the pur- 
poses of your pious hearts. ‘Conceive of the greatest diffi- 
culties, hedging the path of duty, and try the strength of your 
faith to face them. . Discourage yourselves atthe commence- 
ment, not at the midway of the race. Throw ‘down your 
sword before the fight, net wait for two or three wounds and 
then give up the field. If you have not that love which can 
run all hazards, do not sing, as your hearts are affected by the 
touching narrations of those nowengaged in the warfare : 


« Let us go and let us fly, 
Where our friends the conflict share, 
Where they triumph, where they die ” 


Should you fail, you discourage the hearts and weaken the 
hands of Christians ; yet da’‘not put your finger in the can- 
dle, like the martyr, to try whether you can endure the burn- 
ing. of your body. Look to God, fix your eyes on his pro- 
mises and believe that “ grace shall be as your day,” which 
will give you a niind superior to trials and superior to fear. 


SYLVAN. 
— 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


LETTER TO AN INFANT COUSIN. 


My Dear S——-, . . . 
Welcome, little stranger, welcome to this world. ~'Though 


thy little bark is launched upon a dangerous ocean; ‘though 
sorrow may often o’ercloud thy sky, and many a billow threat- 
en to overwhelm thee; though temptation multiply her rocks 
and quick sands around thy course, still F bid thee welcome. 
Awidst all this darkness and danger, the “ star of Bethlehem” 
can guide thy voyage to a peaceful haven. | 
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I give thee joy, that thine.eyes are opened on existence in 
a Christian land. WHad'thy lot been cast where have never 
trodden “the feet of him, who bringeth good tidings,” thy 
mind would forever have remained darkened by ignorance, 
and thy heart might have been more savage than the wild 
beasts which had howled around thee. But now thou wilt 
hear of the name of Jesus, and mayest learn to love ard serve 
Him, who hath died for thy guilty race, 

I bid thee welcome to the light of life in these days of ap- 
proaching millennial glory. It may be thy happy privilege 
‘o aid in the advancement of that -period, when “ violence 
shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction 
within thy borders.” Thou mayest even live to behold the 
day when the prediction shall be. fulfilled unto Zion, “ Thy 
sun shall no more go down, neither shall thy moon withdraw 
itself; for the Lorfl shall be thine-everlasting light, and the 
days of thy mourning shall be ended.” 

Peace be with thee, little immortal, nor let there ever be 
occasion for those paintul thoughts which flit across the mind 
at the recolléction of the bare possibility, that thy existence, 
just now beginning, may be stamped with eternal wretched- 
ness. And yet it will be so, unless that fountain of iniquity 
within thee, which will soon begin to send.forth its bitter wa- 
ters, be dried up. Oh then, early may the name of Jesus be 
whispered in thy ear by maternal affection, and early may 
his blood. be . 


« Applied, to cleanse thy cou! from guilt, 
And bring thee home to God.” 


This sha!! be the prayer of thy friend long ere thy lips 
can pronounce the Saviour’s name, and though his desires 
should not be granted till after he is sleeping iu the dust, yet, 
waen at some future period thou mayest with contrite heart, 
and faith in the Redeemer, peruse these lines, think not that 
his spirit cannot rejoice at thy return to thy Heavenly Fa- 
ther’s house. 

Early may thy infant faculties unfold themselveM% may a 
kind Providence watch over thy hfe and little limbs, and 
mayest thou live to recompense thy parents for the kind at- 
tentions which thou dost now receive. 

Bot now, fore thee well. Sweet be the sleep of thy cradle, 
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and though the tear of sorrow may sometimes steal along thy 
cheek, for *tis a world of suffering and of sin in which thou’ 
art placed; yet let the kiss of thy mother, and the smile of 
thy father soon drive it away, for remember, it is a world of 
mercy toa. HERMON. 


manne 
@OMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE FEARFUL NEGRO. 





‘ How happens it,” said one of the elders of Doct. ’s 
Church to a poor African, as they were passing out of it, one 
cold snowy Sabbath morning, how happeas it, that you are 
always here, whatever is the state of tlfe weather?” “ Me 
fraid to stay away, Massa; for me don’t know, when saving 
word is going to be preached. 

How true the answer, and how wise the conduct of this poor 


despised negro; and how unlike the conduct of most men ! 


How true his answer! In the counsels of eternity, God 
has made the preaching of the truth the grand instrument of 
bringing sinners to “ think on their ways, and turn their feet 
unto his testimonies.” “Of his own wiil, begat he us, by the 
word of truth.” And if there is a time, pecudiarly propiti- 
ous Jor the sinner to become reconciled to his Maker, how 
important it be discovered, and improved! If the exhibition 
of the truth; the preaching of the Gospel is the principal 
means, which the great Eternal uses'to effect the salvation of 
men, how dangerous to stay away from the s<nctuary, or, 
from the conference room, or, from any of those little pray- 
ing circles, which are so common in most places, at the 
present interesting time. And ifthe Holy Spirit is hovering 
around, at one particular time, more than at others, to set 
home the truth with omnipotence, and make the “ word sav- 
ing tous, to be absent at this time, may be death to oursouls ! 
How wie his conduct! He acted-as if he believed that the 
Gospel was “a savour of ‘life unto life, cr, of death unto 
death.” By seriously using the means of God’s appoint- 
ment, he evinced his clesires, that it should be made ‘a sav- 
our of life” to his soul. He acted as if he felt that he had 
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no right to hope for salvation, unless he put himself in the 
way of the blessing. . : . : : 

How unlike the conduct of most men, who, instead of put- 
ing themselves in thé. way of a blessing, avoid ‘those places, 
which, by the energy of divine grace exerted on the heart, 
have been * the gate of Heaven tosomany souls. And, my 
dear young friends, was not his conduct very unlike yours? 
—— Q, if all men acted like poor despised negro, ministers, 
and christian friends would not have su much accasion to la- 
ment, that they labour in vain !”” And if my youthful readers 
felt that there is:danger of missing the “ saving word,” par- 
ents would net so often mourn over the indiffereace of their 
children, nor be compelled to bear them, impenitent, to the 
throne of mercy. 

Though you may attend regularly the services of the sanc-. 
tuary, yet is it not the case, that.often you are engaged at 
home in your vain amusements, or, in something-else, equally 
foreign to the salvation of your seul, when you might attend 
a conference meeting, or a meeting of enquiry ; and who can 
tell when, or where the word, saving to your soul is to’ be 
spoken? Who knows, but it was the time, when you un- 
necessarily staid away? Who can tell, had you prayerfully, 
and seriously used all the means of salvation, but that you 
would ere this, have commenced a song as lasting-as that of 
the Redeemed, “ worthy is the Lambr”’ And, haye we aot 
reason to fear, that whilé many of the sons, and daughters of 
benighted Africa having “ washed, and made white their robes 
in the blood of the Lamb,” shall be accounted worthy of a 
residence in the “city, that hath foundations,” you, “ the 
childrén of the kingdom,’ whose names have so often been 
wafted to heaven by the breath of prayer, who have been 
borne to the baptisnral font in the arms of faith, and parental 
affection—who have resided on the banks of the river of life,” 
and been shaded by “ the tree, whose leaves are for the heal- 
ing of the nations” around whom the “ Son of righteousness” 
has shone with resplendent lustre, and showers of grace have 
fallen like dew upon Hermon—will be unfit to unite with the 
Ransomed of the Lord—will sink into darkness, thickened by 
the privileges, you have here enjoyed ? Oh, this pre-eminence, 
to expose as to the fiercer vengeance of the Almighty! Oh, 
this height, to prepare us to sink the deeperin hell! Amd, are 
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not you, my dear friends; who. are yet unconcerned, and in- 

different about your eternity, and neglect some of the means of 

grace, are not you approaching fearfully near the state of the 

a when God says, My spirit shalf'strive no more with 
im. 

While heaven invites, while the gospel remonstrates, and 
hell flashes in your face, O flee unto Jesus! make the 
Judge your friend. For a day cometh, when the heavens 
shall be removed, and the Judge appear, clothed with om- 
nipotence, with ten thousand of his saints, descending upon 
the clouds in awful majesty, and when the tongue of every 
scoffer shall wither! Wo then to every sinner, that has trifled 
through time. : 3 OSIANDER. 


nanan 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


SANDWICH ISLAND MiSSION. 


The long expected intelligence from this mission, is at 
length received. The missionaries have all arrived in health. 
and safety, at the place of their destination. 

It will be recollected that they set sail from Boston the 
latter part of October, and that letters were received 
from them, after they had been at sea six weeks. ‘They had 
a “ fine passage round Cape Horn, and a very rapid progress 
thence to the equator.” On the 30th of March, a little more 
than 5 months after their embarkation, they came in sight of 
the lofty mountains of Owhyhee. 

For the better understanding of the accounts which may 
be published, our youthful readers will do well to recollect 
that the Sandwich Islands are eleven in number. Owhyhee, 
the largest and most southerly, together with Woahoo and 
seven others were under the deminion of T’amahamah, who 
died about two years since. ier 

Tamahamah was a very able prince, and had, with the 
aid of the English and Americans, who visit those Islands for 
the purpose of trade, built several forts and equipped a con- 
siderable fleet. 

. Rehorcho, his son, the present king, who succeeded him, 
soon after his accession to the throne, abolished Idolatry, and 
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with it many cruel practices which had prevniled. Some op- 
position had been made to his aythority, * t it is hoped that 
he is firmly established. 

Atooi, the most northerly Island, and O. 2ehow are under 
the Dominion of Tamoree, father of George Tamoree, the 
Prince who went out with the Missionaries. 

The whole population of these islands has been estimated 
at 150,000. Many whites have been. induced to settle a- 
mongst them in the capacity of Mechanics. Their influence, 
however, has been, in general, far from being salutary. Great 
exertions were made by some of them to prevent the landing 
of the missionaries at Owhyhee. But he who hath “ the. 
hearts of all men in his hand, and can turn them whitherso- 
ever he will, overruled their opposition, and four of the mis- 
sionaries were accordingly landed at this island. 

The remainder proceeded to Woahc», where, says a letter 
from one of their number, “ we found many American friends, 
who kindly favoured us with houses and sent us such things 
as were needed for pur comfort.” 

‘The brig then sailed to Atooi, and Capt. Blanchard de- 
livered George to his father. The long absent son was re- 
ceived with great tenderness and affection, and was immedi- 
ately invested with power and distinction. Messrs. Whitney 
and Ruggles accompanied George, at his request, with a view 
to ascertain whether the island weuld be eligible for a mission- 
ary station.” 

While here, Mr. W. writes, “ The natives of these Islands 
are very kind and hospitable to strangers, but sunk deep in 
ignorance and vice. We enter these abodes of wretchedness, 
and with stammering fongues, tell them of God and the Bi- 
ble. They listen with attention and seem eager to learn. 
Some of them will even follow us as we walk about, with the 
books which we have given them under their arms, that when 
we stop they may have an opportunity to repeat the alphabet. 
But we cannot expect they will always continue so well 
pleased with their books.” 

After spending 8 weeks at Atooi, Messrs. W. and R. re- 
turned to Woahoo. They have since, however, removed 
with their wives to the former Island, as the place of their 
permanent residence. 

- Though the outward observances of Idolatry have been 
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abolished, yet its vestiges are still to be seen. When the 
missionaries first landed at, Qwhyhee, four large blocks of 
wood, the objects of their former worship, were standing on 
the shore. “ They have ‘since been sold to the American 
Captain for firewood. In the Morais and places which once 
smoked with the blood of human beings, piles of human 
bones are still to be seen.” 

How must such a sight call forth the A" Ry prayer, 
‘¢ Oh Lord, have respect unto thy covenant, for the dark 
places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty.” 

‘On the whole, we consider that there is much in the recent 
intelligence from this interesting mission calculated to excite 
the gratitude and call forth the prayers of those. who love Zi- 
on. ‘Trials have been experienced, and trials.must still be 
expected, but.the promise standeth sure, “ I am with you al- 
way.” ‘ All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord.” 


et 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


The latest date of communications of Messrs. Fisk and 
Parsons is Sept. 12, 1820. The extensive field into which 
they have entered, is becoming more promising. They have 
already. had many interesting opportunities of sowing the. 
good word of eternal life. They have the pleasing satisfac- 
tion of meeting with the friendly , affectionate, and very useful 
co-eperation of British missionaries and ageuts in those re-. 
gions. This will greatly facilitate their researches. ‘They 
have received many friendly communications from them res- 
pecting languages, conduct, and health. *4e have reason to 
praise God, (say our Board of Commissioners,) that such 
men as Mr. Jowett, Dr. Pinkerton and others, men of active 
powerful minds, and laborious industry, as well as ardent 
zeal and strong love for the soul, are employed as agents and 
pioneers in preparing the way for the Gospel.” The journal 
of Messrs. Fisk and Parsons is very interesting—we would 
recommend it tothe attention of all. Their encouragements. 
appear to be more than their discouragements. They feel 
strengthened in the blessed purpose of preparing the way for 
the spread of the Gospel in that interesting country from 
whence it was first published. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


We have formerly given a little sketch in the Guardian of 
the Mission in New Zealand. The prospects of this Mission 
continue to brighten. The persevering Mr. Marsden, intent 
upon communicating the inestimable blessings of civilization 
and christianity to thesé poor barbarians, has proceeded to 
erect a building at Parramatta, as a literary institution for 
them. From the experience of four years he is convinced 
that the blessed missionary work may be prosecuted among 
them with confidence of success. How animating toa benev- 
olent mind, is the hope which his success inspires, that the in- 
habitants of all those Islands will in due time receive the rich 
blessings of the Gospel. How happy will those be who are 
instrumental of enlightening such dark places of the earth, and 
converting their habitations of cruelty into the tabernacles 
of the righteous. . 


Melancholy event at Hurdwar Fair, India; in eonsequence 
of the superstitious zeal of the Natives. 


7 


On the 11th of April, 1820, a vast number of pilgrims re- 
paired to Hurdwar, to bathe in the sacred water, the descent 
to which was bya steep flight of steps about 10 feet broad. A 
little before break of day, a great multitude were assembled 
at the top of these stairs, where guards were placed to pre- 
vent too sudden arush. But two parties (the Sunvasses and 
the Byragees) having contended for the precedency, made a 
violent effort to gain the stairs, when the unfortunate sepoys, 
and all the multitude who were descending, were carried 
down with such violence, that they were jammed in near the 
bottom. in a small angular space, from which they could not 
by any efforts extricate themselves, their limbs being entwin- 
ed together. The mest vigorous endeavours were made to 
relieve them, but in vain. At length a great number of the 
dead were pulled out. About 10 0’clock the living who were 
below were extricated, but they were in a most horrid state, 
their limbs blistered, inflamed, and ina state of putrefaction : 
the ffumber of the living did not exceed 30, while that of the 
dead amounted to 430. The dead bodies were tHrown into 
the Ganges.—Madras Gov. Gaz. May 23. 
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MR. WARD'S THANKS TO THE INHABITANTS OF PHILX. 
DELPHIA, 


Wiii1am Warp, Missionary from India, returns his sin- 
cere thanks to the friends of the Gospel.of Christ, who have 
viously Commiserated the melancholy moral condition of the 
inhabitants of Hindostan. Twelve Hundred and Sixty-seven 
collars have been obtained in this city, from their kind dona- 
tions and subscriptions. This sum, with what-has been, or 
may yet be procured, will be left in this country, and its inte:- 
est only appropriated to the design which, inthe public prints, 
has been explicitly stated. He fervently hopes that Gop 
will recompense to the donors a thousand fold, and that the 
hearts of multitudes of Hindoos, through the ages of eternity, 
may find reason to rejoice in this lovely expression of Chris- 
tian and American Benevolence. 

Philadelyhia, March 3. 


ANECDOTE. 


A little boy in a country town in this state, had earned 
one dollar by cultivating a piece of ground, which was given 
him.as a missionary field.. He anticipated much. pleasure 
im putting it into the Box. A friend, whom he loved, but 
who is an enemy to Missions, asked him, what he intended 
to do with the dollar which his grand-papa gave him. With 
mingled emotions of joy and fear, he replied, “‘ send it to the 
deathen.” ‘Send it tothe heathen! keep it yourself,” said 
his friend in a tone that made the little fellow almost weep. 
*‘ Lay it up till you can buy a cow, or put it out to interest 
and get rich. The heathen have money enough.” ‘The 
boy was quite silenced. At this moment a confident of his, 
who had overheard the cenversation, stepped in. ‘ Charles, 
said he, will you do thus with the money you obtained for 
the heathen?” ‘No, sir: I didn’t think of it. Idon’t 
want a note.” But, ‘said his first adviser, you will not give 
it all—a quarter of it is more than your part. Rich men 
give not more than a dollar.” “ Well, how many heathen 
are there ? “Oh! many millions,” said his confident» «I 
will send* ms dollar, then,—it will do as much good as a 
rich man’s dollar.” 
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POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


SECRET SORROWS. 


Why do these tears unceasing flow, 

Why is my sad heart bursting so, 
With inward pain and grief ? 

I turn me round, but nought can find 

To soothe the sorrows of my mind, 

Or bring the least relief. 


My friends around me are not sad, 
Their hearts are light, their spirits freed 
From such corroding pain ; 
Are they of different texture wrought, 
Or are their sorrows all forgot, 
Ne’er to revive again ? 


No outward troubles do impart 

Such anguish to my burdened heart ; 
My outward griefs are few ; 

If they were all my heart could tell, 

Soon would my sorrows all dispel, 
And joy my soul renew! 


As thus I mourn’d my sorrows o’er, 

And silent wip’d the flowing tear, 
From my moist cheek away ; 

I heard a gentle whisper nigh, 

Which bade tne check the rising sigh, 
While thus it seem’d to say : 


“ Sad mortal! cease thy murmurings now ; 


_ © Listen, and I will let thee know, 


“‘ Why thy sad heart is bursting so, 
* And why thy tears don’t cease to flow ; 
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‘’Tis not because thy mind is fram’d 


“ Of texture strange and unconform’d 
“To minds of human race ; 
“ Not because God hath given to thee 
* A heart to taste but misery, 
** And not of joy and peace ; 


‘¢ But thou hast wander’d from thy God ! 
* The devious path again hast trod, 
“¢ Which led thy steps astray ; 
“¢ The path of duty was made plain, 
** Yet in it thou didst not remain, 
“ But walk’d this other way. 


‘‘ Thy sluggish soul refus’d the cross, 
“ That thy dear Saviour counted loss, 
‘From guilt to set thee free ; 
“ Ah! thou hast ceas’d to aid his cause, 
“ ‘To teach the ignorant of his laws, 
‘“‘ ‘The bound their liberty ! 


« Thy youthful pleasures thou didst choose, 
« First to indulge, and thus to loose 
“‘ That peace thou once didst know ; 
“« Retrace thy steps, and careful mind 
* How thou hast wander’d, and thou'lt find 
“ A fruitful-cause of woe ! 


“ But turn to God, thy only rest, 
“ Seek earnestly his pardoning grace, 
‘¢ By penitence sincere ; 
* The Saviour’s blood can wash thy stain, 
** Can make thee white and clean again, 
‘¢ And dry up every tear.” 


if thus my peace can be restor’d, 

To thee I lift my prayer, O Lord, 
For thy assisting grace ; 

Aid me to walk the narrow road, 

Which safe will lead to thy abode 
Where shines thy smiling face. 


A 




















